EL  SALVADOR

El Salvador

Stempre noble sono El Salvador . .
[FROM THE NATIONAL ANTHEM]

El Salvador is the smallest of the Central American Republics, and the most
thickly populated one. The population of El Salvador numbers about 1,800,000,
of which the majority are mestizos.

The dances and songs popular in El Salvador are common to all
Central America. They are the Danza, the Pasillo and the Marcha* The
Danza is an offspring of the Spanish Contradanza and is ultimately traced
to the English Country Dance. The Pasillo is a dance of Spanish origin and
is written in the dual time signature three-four and six-eight. The Marcha
is a lively Latin American version of the German military march.

The native instruments of the Indians of El Salvador are also common
to all Central America. The Tun of El Salvador is identical with the
Mexican Te^onaxtley and is made of a section of burned-out tree trunk,
with a quadrangular aperture in the middle. It is capable of producing two
tones, struck to the right or to the left of the central aperture. Another
percussion instrument, the Zambumbia, is a snare drum.

The wind instruments used by the Indians of El Salvador are vertical
flutes and primitive clarinets, the latter known under the generic name of
Chirimia. The Marimba is popular in El Salvador, as it is all over Central
America. Then there is the Caramba or Carimba. It is a curious instru-
ment, which consists of a bow with a metal string attached at both ends to
a wooden box, in the manner of a monochord. The same instrument is
known in Nicaragua, where it is called the Quijongo.

The Indians of El Salvador still celebrate their traditional fiestas, some
of which date back to early centuries. One of these fiestas is known as
Historia de Moros y Cristianos. This Historic depicts the conflict between
the Moors and the Christians; it is a sort of mystery play borrowed by the
natives from their Spanish conquerors. The Moors wear elaborate cos-